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RESIDENTIAL MOVE CHECKLIST  
 

6-8 WEEKS PRIOR TO MOVING DAY: 

 Assemble a digital or paper moving binder to keep notes and plans organized 

 Schedule moving companies to do onsite evaluations and obtain estimates. Ask what movers are 
not allowed to transport, (plants, fuel, etc.)  Evaluate and compare proposals, select mover and 
secure dates 

 Create a floor plan of your new home and begin making decisions on use of space in new residence 

 Make an inventory of your household goods 

 Go through every room and declutter, decide what to donate, consign or toss  

 Have children? Register at new schools and arrange to transfer academic records 

 Create a listing of who needs to be informed of change of address 

 Begin sorting and prepare to pack non-essentials.  

 Make arrangements for storage if necessary 

 Ask your health care provider for referrals and obtain all medical records if moving out of area 

 Have antiques, artwork, and other valuables appraised 

 Begin consuming foods and using cleaning supplies that cannot be moved 
 Procure some moving boxes and packing materials  
 Schedule appointments with Estate Sale professionals if appropriate 

 

4-5 WEEKS PRIOR TO MOVING DAY: 

 Prepare to take time off and/or secure the assistance of a moving coordinator 
 Contact all utilities and service providers to schedule cancellation of service at your current home 

and set up new accounts and schedule connections and installations at your new home. (Tip: Be 
sure disconnect is the day after you leave and connection is the day prior to move-in.) 

 Photograph or label cable and wiring connections to your computers, TV’s etc. 

 Arrange for cleaning and repair services for current and future homes 

 Plan special transportation of your pets and plants if necessary 

 Check with your insurance company to see how possessions are covered during transit and update 
address of coverage 

 Confirm whether you require moving permits.  If moving in or out of an apartment notify building 
management, reserve elevators and submit certificates of insurance for movers and other service 
providers.  Verify that all the information submitted is accepted and approved prior to move date. 
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3 WEEKS PRIOR TO MOVING DAY: 
 Begin packing items you won't need until after you arrive at the new house 

 Dispose of items that cannot be moved 
 Individual or Family address change with USPS 

 Prepare auto registration for transfer (if moving to another state) 
 Make child-care and pet care arrangements for moving day 
 Hold an estate sale, if desired 
 Schedule a cleaning service to perform an exit cleanings and pre-move cleaning of the two 

properties.  
 Update voter registration  

 

2 WEEKS PRIOR TO MOVING DAY: 
 Dispose of items that cannot be moved or sold.  
 Return any borrowed items (including library books) and retrieve any loaned items 
 Cancel newspaper delivery 
 Notify any creditors of your move 
 Ensure that you have an adequate supply of prescription meds and establish accounts at new area 

pharmacy.    
 Consider what you wish to pack in your “last in” and  “first out” boxes 

 

1-7 DAYS PRIOR TO MOVING DAY: 
 Transfer bank accounts 
 Close safe-deposit box and settle any bills with local businesses 
 Drain power equipment of oil and gas 
 Confirm any travel reservations and/or arrival time of moving van 
 Begin packing anything that you don’t wish the movers to pack 
 Set aside anything that will travel in your car so it will not be loaded on the truck 
 Affix post-it notes on goods and furnishings as needed to identify specific care or location 

destination instructions 
 Pack a box of essentials such as cleaning supplies; paper towels and other must have items. Mark 

this box "Load Last” or “Homeowner to Move” 
 Withdraw money for tips for the movers 
 Label any fragile items that need special attention 
 Make a list of all electronic items to be disconnected and reconnected and installed at new 

residence.  Share list with IT specialists. 
 Make copies of new keys and distribute to involved parties 
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PACKING DAYS: 

 Plan to work closely with your movers and/or have a moving coordinator oversee the process, 
problem solve and answer questions  

 Have a fully charged battery back-up handy so you may remain connected on your mobile device 
 Record utility meter readings 
 Arrange for food and beverages for your movers 
 Take photographs to document once packing and cleaning is complete 
 Communicate with movers if there is anything that you do NOT wish them to pack and move and 

label these items clearly 
 

DELIVERY & UNPACKING DAYS: 
 Schedule a designee to supervise the unloading and unpacking at the new residence 
 Enlist support that fits your needs and your budget to facilitate unpacking and settling-in 
 Arrange for snacks, water and lunch for movers 
 Examine your belongings carefully and document any damaged items with the foreman 
 Test faucets, toilets, utilities, phones 
 Be prepared to pay your moving company in whatever manner they require and have cash on hand 

to tip your moving crew 
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